8. “Divorce by Purchase”

(From the musical "Bonny and Read", music and lyrics by Bob Janas, copyright © 2011)

Jack: How much?

Bonny: "How much"?

Jack: How much.

Anne: "How much"?

Jack: How much will it take? An agreement we'll make

If the price is within my means
What will it cost? | can handle the loss
Just as long as it's not extreme

Anne: (Spoken.) Jack...what are you talking about?
Jack: (Spoken.) A "divorce by purchase".
Anne: (Spoken.) What do you mean? You can't just buy me like I was...
Bonny: One hundred doubloons and I'll dance to your tune
Just as long as they're Spanish, too
Jack: Not on your life, twenty five is the price
That's the best I'm prepared to do
Bonny: I don't care, the offer's fair and should not be refused

So think twice, the price is nice
Even though the merchandise is used

Anne: (Spoken.) "Used"?!
Jack: Too much.

Bonny: Too much?

Jack: Too much.

Anne: "Too much"?!

I'll not be bartered and bid for like fodder
For somebody's milking cow

Bonny: Eighty will do, though it's probably too
High a price for this worn out sow

Anne: (Spoken.) What?!
Let me at him, I will gouge his eyeballs out!
Jack: (To Anne, holding her back.) Don't ye interfere, | know what I'm about

(To Bonny.) Fifty I will pay you, and that's final
So, what say you?
(To Anne.) It's the only way to free you from this lout

Jack: (To Bonny.) Agreed?
Bonny: Agreed.
Jack: (To Anne.) Agreed?

Anne: Agreed.



