1. “The Tale of Bonny and Read”

(From the musical "Bonny and Read", music and lyrics by Bob Janas, copyright © 2011)

Grandmama: Anne Bonny, she was born in Ireland
The daughter of a wealthy man
Soon they settled in a foreign land
In Charleston’s where the tale began
Children: The tale began
Grandmama: She was beautiful and wild and bad
Young Annie: She cared not for the life she had
Young James: Ran off and married her a sailor lad
Grandmama: But soon he proved a knavish cad
Children: A knavish cad
Young Annie: She left him flat in Nassau Town
There was no turning back
Young Jack: And with a pirate fell in love
His name was Calico Jack

All: Though you set your sails in a steady breeze
And rove all over the Seven Seas
The like of this you'll never see
The Tale of Bonny and Read

Grandmama: Who's that fellow with the fearsome eyes?

Children: It's Mary Read, she's in disguise

Young Mary: Not content to be a poor man's wife
Adventure was her goal in life

Others: Her goal in life
Boys: Joined the army as a grenadier

She fought so well, she knew no fear
Girls: But just when she was ready to depart

A fellow soldier stole her heart
Grandmama: He stole her heart
Young Mary: But happiness was not to be
Within a year he died
Annie/Jack:  So Mary she went off to sea
As a man disguised

All: Though you set your sails in a steady breeze
And rove all over the Seven Seas
The like of this you'll never see
The Tale of Bonny and Read
(Instrumental.)

Grandmama: Anne Bonny hid her femininity



Young Mary:
Grandmama:

Children:
All:

So she with Jack could sail the sea
Soon another sailor joined their crew
But who was he?

Guess who!

Upon discovery of their true sex

One pirate started to object

When Anne Bonny she did run him through
They were accepted by the crew

By the crew

So Anne and Mary they became

The Queens of Piracy

They sailed across the Spanish Main
And into history

Though you set your sails in a steady breeze
And rove all over the Seven Seas

The like of this you'll never see

The Tale of Bonny and Read

The Tale of Bonny and Read

The Tale of Bonny and Read



